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A Copy of a Letter written to # 
Gentlewoman newly ſeduced to 
4 the Chilfchk of Rome. 


AM. B. 


Was defirous of an opprtuniry in London to have 
diſcourſed with you concerning ſomething of neareſt 
concernment tro you, but the multirude of my litrle 
affairs hindred me, and have brought upon you this 
trouble to read along Letter, which yet I kope you will 
be more willing to do, becauſe ir comes from one who 
hath a great reſpect-ro your perſon, and a very great' 
chariry to your ſoul : I muſt confeſs I was on your behalf 
troubled whenT heard you were fallen from the Commn« 
nion of the Church of England, and entred into a vo- 
luntary, unneceſfary ſchiſm, and departure from the Laws 
of the King, and the Communion of thoſe with whom 
you have always lived in charity, going againſt choſe © 
Laws in the defence and profeſſion of which your Husband _ 
died, going from the Religion in which you were Bap- 
rized, in which for ſo many years, you lived pioufly and 
hoped for Heaven, and all this without any ſufficient rea- 
ſon, without neceflity or juſt ſcandal miniſtred ro you ; 
and to aggravate allthis, you did ir in a time when the 
Church o land was perſecured, when ſhe was mar- 
ked with the Reriſm of our Lord, the marks of the 
Croſs of Feſus, thar is, when ſhe ſuffered for a holy cauſe 
and a holy conſcience, when the Church of England was 
more glorious than at any rime before ; Even when ſhe 
could ſhew more Martyrs and Confeffors than any Church 
this day in Chriſtendom, even then when a King died in 
the profeffion of her Religion, and thouſands of Prieſts, 
learned and pigus Men | = the ſpoiling of their 
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rather than they would forſake one Article of ſo exceilent 
a Religion; So thar ſeriouſly ir is not eaſily to be imagi- 
ned that any thing ſhould move you, unleſs ir be that 
which troubled the perverſe Jews,and the Heathen Greek, 
Scandalum crucis,the ſcandal of the Croſs ; You ſtumbled 
_ at that Rock of offence, you left us becauſe we were af- 
flicted, leſſened in outward circumſtances and wrapped 


ina cloud ; bur giye me leave only ro remind you of nc 


ſad ſaying of the Scripture, that yalh my avoid the conſe 
| quent of it ; They that fall on this ſtone ſhall be broken in 
pieces, but they on whom it ſhall fall ſhall be grinded to 
powder. And if we ſhould conſider things bur prudently, 
r is a great argument. that the ſons of our Church are 
very conſcientious and jult in their perſwaſions, when ir 
is evident that we have no temporalend to ſerve, nothing 
bur the great end of our ſouls, all our hapes of prefer- 
ment are gone, all ſecular regards, only. we ſtill have 
truth on our fides, and we are nor willing with the loſs of 
truth to change from a perſecuted to a proſperous Church, 
from a Reformed to a Church that will not be reformed; 
Teſt we give ſcandal to good people that ſuffer for a ho- 
Iy conſcience, and weaken the hands of the afflicted ; of 
which if you had been more carefull, you would have re- 
mained much more innocent. 

Bur I pray, give me leave to conſider for you, becauſe 
you in your change conſidered ſo little for yuur ſelf, whar 
faulr, what falſe doctrine, what wicked and dangerous 
propoſition, what defect, what amiſs did you find in the 
Dodtrine and Liturgy and Diſcipline of the. Church of 
England ? 

For its dorine, It is certain it profeſles the belief of 
all that is written in the Old and New Teſtament, all that 
which is in the three Creeds, the Apoſtolical, the Nicene, 
and that of Athanaſius, and whatſoever was decreed in 
the four General Councils, or in any other truly ſuch, and 
wharſqever was condemned in theſe, our Church hath le- 
gally declared it ro be Herelfie. And upon theſe accounts 
above four whole ages of the Church went to Heaven; 
they baptized all their Catechumens into this faith, their 
hopes of Heaven was upon this and a good life, their 
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Saints and Martyrs lived and died in this alone, they de- 
nied Communion to none th at profeſſed this faith. This 
is the Catholick faith, ſo ſaith the Creel of Arhanaſins ; 
and nnleſs a company of Men have power to alter the 
faith of God, whoſoever live and die in this faith, are 
intirely-Catholick, and.Chriſtian. So that the Church of 


England hath rhe fame faith wirhout diſpute thar the 


-hurch had forqwo or 500 Years, and therefore there 
_ZFould be nothing wanting here to ſaving faith, if we live 


according to ouF belief. 
2. For the Liturgy of the Church of Dons I ſhall 

ll be very evi- 

denr ; Firſt, Becauſe the diſputers of the Church of Rome 
have not been very forward to objeCt any thing againſt ir, 
they cannot charge it wirh any evil: 2. Becauſe for all the , 
rime of King Edw 6. and till the eleventh year of Queen 
Elizabeth, your people came ro our Churches and prayed 
with us, tiil the Bull of P;us Quintus came out upon 
temporal regards, and made a Schiſm by forbidding the 
Queens Subjects ro pray as by Law was here appointed, 
though the prayers were good and holy, as themſelves 
did believe: That Bull enjoyned Recuſancy, and made 
that which was an a& of Rebellion, and Diſobedience, 
and Schiſm, ro be rhe character of your Roman Catho- 
ticks. And after this, what can be ſuppoſed wanting in 
order to ſalvation? Wehave the Word of God, the Faith 
of the Apoſtles, the Creeds of rhe Primitive Church, the 
Articles of the four firſt general Councils, a holy Liturgy, 
excellent Prayers, perfect Sacraments, Faith and Repen- 
tance, the Ten Commandments, and the Sermons of 
Chrift, and all the precepts and counſels of the Goſpel ; 
We teach the necefliry of good works, and require and 
ftritly exact the ſeveriry ofa holy life ; We live in obedi- 
ence to God, and are ready to die for him, and do ſe 
when he requires us ſoto do;We ſpeak honourably of his 
mott holy Name, we worſhip him at the mention of 
his Name, we confeſs his Attributes, we love his Ser- 
vants, we pray for all Men, we loye all Chriſtians, even 
our moſt erring Brethren, we confeſs our ſins to God and 
roour Brethren whom we have offended, and ro God's 
WHY” A3 Miniſters 
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Miniſters in caſes of Scandal, or of a troubled Conſcience. 


We communicate often, we are enjoyned to receive the 
holy Sacrament thrice every Year at leaſt ; Our Prieſts 


abſolve the penitent, our Biſhops ordain Prieſts, and- 
confirm baprized perſons, and bleſs their people and in-. 


tercede for them; and what could here be wanting to 


Salvation ? what neceſlity forced you from us@ I dare - 
not ſuſpect ir was a remporal regard that drew you away, 


bur I am ſure ir could be no ſpiritual. 

Burnow thar I have rold you, and made you-ro confi- 
der from whence yau went, give me leave to repreſent to 
you, and te'!l you whither you are gone, that you may 
underſtand the nature and conditions of your change : For 
do not think your ſelf ſafe, becauſe they rell you thar you 
are come to the Church ; You are indeed gone from one 
Church to another, from a better to a worſe, as will ap- 
pear in the induction ; the particulars of which before I 
reckon, give.me leave togive you this advice; if you 
mean in this affair ro underſtand whar you do.; ir were 
better you enquired whar your Religion is, than what 
your Church is; for that which is a true Religion ro day, 
' Will be ſo ro morrow and for ever; but that which 
isa holy Church to day, may be heretical at the next 
change, or may betray her rruft, or obtrude new Arti» 
cles in contradiction to the o|d, or by new interpretations 
may clude ancient trurhs, or may change your Creed, or 
may pretend to be the Spouſe of Chriſt when ſhe is idola- 


rcous, that is, adulterous to God: Your Religion is thar 


which-you muſt, and therefore may competently under. 
ſtand; You muſt live in ir; and grow init, and govern 
all the ations of your life by it ; and in all queſtions con- 
cerning the Church, yow are to chooſe your Church by 
the Religion, and rherefore this ought firſt and laſt ro be 
enquired after. Whether the Roman Church be the Catho. 
lick Church, muſt depend upon ſo many uncertain en- 
quiries, is offered to be proved by fo long, ſo tedious a 
method, hath in it ſo many intrigues and Labyrinths of 
Queſtion, and is ( like a long line) ſo impoſſible tobe 
ly ſtreighr, and to have no declination in it when 

it js held by ſuch a hand as yours, that uuleſs ir be by i; 
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terial enquiries into the Articles of the Religion, you can 
never hope to have juſt grounds of confidence. In the 
mean rime you can confider this; if the Roman Church 
were the Catholick; thar is, ſo as ro exclude all that are 
not of her communion, then the Greek Churches had as 
good turn Turks as remain damned Chriſtians, and all 


that are in the communion of all rhe other Patriarchal _ 


Churches in Chriſtendom, muſt alſo periſh like Heathens, 
which thing before any Man can believe, he muſt have 
put off all reaſon, and all modeity, and all charity ; And 
who can with any probability think rhat +he Communion 
of Saints in the Creed is nothing but the Communion of 
Roman SubjeRs, . and rhe Article of the Catholic k Church 
was inadeup ro diſpark the incloſures of Fernſalem, bar to 
turn them into rhe pale of Rome, and rhe Church is as li- 
mited as ever it was, fave only that the Synagogue is tran- 
flated ro Rome, which I think you will cafily believe was a 


*Propofirion rhe Apoſtles' underftood nor. - Bur rhoughir 


be hard ro rruft to it, it is alſo fo hard to prove ir, that 
you ſhall never be able to underſtand the meaſures of that 
queſtion, and therefore yqur ſalvation can never depend 
upon it. For no good or wiſe perſon can believe that God 
hath tied our Satvarion to impoſſible meaſures, or bound 
us to 'an Article that is not by us cognoſcible, or intends to 
Have us conducted by that which we cannor underſtand-; 
and when you ſhall know that Learned men, even of the 
Roman party are not agreed concerning the Catholick 
Church thar is infallibly ro guide you, ſome ſaying thar it 
is the virtual Church, thar is, the Pope; ſome, that ir is 
the repreſentative Church, rhat is, a Council ; Some, thax 
it is the Pope and rhe Council, the virtual Church and the 
repreſentative Church together ; Some that neither of 
theſe, nor both rogether are infallible ; but only, the eſſen- 
tial Church, or the diffuſive Church is the Catholick,from 
whom we muſt at no hand diſſent ; you will quickly find 
your ſelf in a wood, and uncertain whether you have more 
than a word in exchange for your ſoul, when you are told 
you are in the Catholick Church. But I will tell you what 
you may underſtand, and fee and feel, ſomething that your | 
{eIf can tell whether I ſay true or no concerning it. You 
A4q4- are 
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are now gone to a Church that prorects it ſelf by arts of 


ſubrilty and arms, by violence and perſecuting- all that 
are nor of their minds, to a Church in which-you are to 
be a Subject of the King (o long as it pleaſes the Pope : In 
which you may be abſolved from your Vows made ro God, 
your Oaths to the King, your Promiſes ro Men, your duty 
to your Parents in ſome caſes : A Church in which Men 
pray to God, and to Saints in the ſame Form of words in 
which they pray ro God, as you may ſee in the Offices of 
Saints, and particularly of our Lady : a Church in which 
Men are taught by moſt of the principal Leaders to wor- 
ſhip Images with the ſame worſhip with which they wor- 
ſhip God and Chriſt, or him or her whoſe Image it is, and 
in which they uſually picture God the Father,and the holy 
Trinity, to the great diſhonour of that ſacred myſtery, a- 
gainſt the doctrine and practice of the Primitive Church, 
againſt the expreſs dodtrine of Scriprure, againſt the ho- 
nour ofa Divine Attribute; I mean, the immenſity and 
ſpirituality of the Divine- Nature ; You are gone to a 
Church that pretends ro be Infallible, and yet is infinitely 
deceived in many particulars, and yet endures no contra- 
diction, and isimpatient her children ſhould enquire into 
any thing her Prieſts obtrude. You are gone from recei- 
_ ving the whole Sacrament ro receive it but half ; from 
Chriſt's Inſtitution to a humane invention, from Scripture 
$o un-ertain Tradizions, and from ancient Traditions to 
new prerences,from prayers which ye underſtood to pray- 
ers which ye underſtand nor, from confidence- in God ro 
rely upon creatures, from intire dependence upon inward 
aCts to a dangerous temptation of reſting roo much in 
outward miniſteries, in the external work of Sacraments 
and of Saeramenrals : You are gone from a Church whoſe 
worſhipping is ſimple, Chriſtian and Apoſtolical, to a 
Church where Mens conſciences arg loaden with a burden 
of Ceremonies greater than that in the days of the Jewiſh 
Religion (for the Ceremonial of the Church of Rome is a 
great Book in Folio) greater I {ay than all the Ceremonies 
of the Jews contained in Leviticus, &c. You are gone 
from a Church where you were exhorted to read the Word 


of God, the boly Scriptures from whence you found _ 
7m ion, 
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Q ion, 'nſtitution, comfort, reproof, a treaſure of all excel- 
lencies,to' a Church that ſeals up that fountain from you, 
and gives you drink by drops out of ſuch Ciſterns as they - 
firſt make, and then ſtain, and then reach ont : and if ir be 
rold you that ſome Men abuſe Scriprure, it is true, for if 
your Prieſts had nor abuſed Scripture, they could nct rhus 
have abuſed you, but there is no necefiity they ſhould, 
and you need nor, unleſs you liſt, any more than you need 
to abuſe the Sacraments or decrees of the Church, or the 
meſſages of your friend, or the Letters you receive, or the 
Laws of the Land, all which are liable to be abuſed by 
evil perſons, but not by good people and modeſt under- 
ſtandings. It is now become a part of your Religion ro be 
ignorant, to walk in blindneſs, to believe the Man that 
hears your Confefitons, ro hear none bur him, nor to hear 


. God ſpeaking but by him, and fo you are liable ro be a- 


buſed by him, as he pleaſe, withour remedy. You are 
gone from us, where you were only tanghr ro worſhip 
Gol through- Jeſus Chriſt, and now you are raughr to 
worſhip Saints and Angels with a worſhip at leaſt dange- 
rous, and in ſome things proper ro God ; for your Church 
worihips the Virgin Mary with burning incenſe and can- 
dles to her, and you give her preſents, which by the con- 
ſent of all Nations uſed to be eſteemed a worſhip peculiar 
to God, and iris the ſame thing which was conclemned 
for Hereſie in the Colyridians, who oftered a Cake to the 
Virgin Mary; a Candle and a Cake make no difference 
in the worſhip; and your joyning God and the Saints in 
your. worſhip and devotions, is like the device of rhem 
thar fought for King and Parliament, rhe latrer de:troys 
the former. 1 will trouble you with no more pagticulars, 
becauſe if theſe move you nor to confider better nothing 
can. 

Bur yet I have two things more to add of another na- 
rure, one of which ar leaſt may prevail upon you, whom 
I ſuppoſe to haye a tender and a religious Conſcience. 

The firſt is, Thar a!l the points of difference berween 
us and your Church are ſuch as do evidently ſerve the 
ends of Covetouſneſs and Aimvit.on, of Power and Riches, 
and fo ſtand vehemently fuſpected of deiign, and arr, 

. Az rather 
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rather than truth of the” Article and defigns upon Heaven- 
I inftance in the Pope's power over Princes and all the 
World ; his power of Diſpenſartion, The exemprion of 
the Clergy from juriſdiction of Princes, The Doctrine of 
Purgatory and Indulgences which was once made means 
to. raiſe a Portion for a Lady, the Niece of Pope Leo the 
Tenth ; The Prieſts power advanced beyond aurhoriry 
of any warrant from Scripture, a doctrine apt to bring 
abſolute obedience to the Papacy ; bur becauſe this is 
poſſibly roo nice for you-to ſuſpect or conſider, that 
which I am ſure ought to move you is this. 

That you are gone to a Religion in which though 
through God's grace prevailing over the follies of men, 
there are I hope, and charitably ſuppoſe many pious Men 
that love God, and live good lives, yer there are very ma- 
ny doctrines taught by your Men, which are very ill 
Friends to a good life, I inſtance in your Indulgences 
and pardons, in which vitious men put a great confidence, 
and rely greatly upon them. The doctrine of Purgatory 
which gives countenance to a ſort of Chriſtians who live 
half ro God and half to the World, and for them this 
doctrine hath found our a way that they may go to Hell 
and to Heaven too. The Doctrine that the Prieſts abſfolu- 
rion can turn a trifling repentance into a perfect and a 
good, and that ſuddenly too, and at any time, even on 
our Death-bed, or the minute before your death, is a dan- 
gerous heap of faihood, and gives licence to wicked peo- 
ple, and reaches men to reconcile a wicked debauched life, 
with the hopes of Heaven. And then for penances and 
temporal ſatisfa&tiun, which mighr ſeem to be as a plank 
after the ſhipwrack cf the duty of Repenrance,. to keep 
men in awe, and to preſerve them from ſinking in an O- 
cean of Impiety, -3t. comes to juſt nothing by your doc- 
rrine; for there *are ſo many eahe ways of Indulgences 
and gerring Pardons, ſo many con-fraternities, ſtarions, 
privileg'd Altars, lirtle Offices, Agnus Dez's, amulets, hal- 
lowed devices, ſwords, roſes, hats, Church-yards, and rhe 


ſountain of theſe annexed- Indulgences rhe Pope himſelf, 


and his power of granting what, and when, and ro whom 
he Ji, that he is a yery unfortunate man that needs-ro 


{mat _. 
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ſmart with penances; and after all, he may chooſe to (uf, 
er any atall, for he may pay them in Purgatory. if he; 
pleaſe, and he may come out of Purgatory upon reaſ0na-- 
He rerms, in caſe he ſhould think ic fir to ga thither ; S9. 
that all rhe whole duty of = nr uo—— ſcems to be deſtroy»; 
el with devices of Menthat ſeek power and gain, and find; 
errour and folly ; inſomuch thar if I had a mind to live an; 
eril Life, and yet hope for Heaven art laſt, I would be of 
your Religion above any in the World. 

But I forget I am writing a Letter : I ſhall therefore. 
defire you to conſider upon the premiſes, which is the (a- 
fer way. For ſurely it is lawfull for a Man to ſerve God- 
without Images; bur thar ro worſhip Images is lawfull, 
1snor ſo ſure. Ir is lawful) to pray to Gad alone, tocon- 
feis him ro be rrue, and every Man a liar, to call no man 
Maſter upon Earth, but ro rely upon God reaching ns ; 
Burir is at leaſt hagely diſputable and not at all: certain: 
that any Man, or ſociety of Men can be infallible, that we 
may put our truſt in Sainrs, in certain extraordinary I- 
mages, or burn Incenſe and offer conſumptive oblations- 
ro the Virgin Mary, or make vows to perſons, of whoſe 
ſtate, or place, or capacities, or condition we have no 
certain revelation : we are ſure we do well when in the 
holy Communion we worſhip God and Jeſus Chrift our 
Saviour, but they who alſo worſhip what ſeems to be. 
bread, are put to ſtrange ſhifts to make themſelves believe 
it to be lawfull. Ir is certainly lawfull ro believe. what 
we ſee and feel; bur it is an unnatural thing upon pre-- 
rence of faith ro disbelieve our eyes, when our ſenſe and 
our faich can berter be reconciled, as it is in the queition 
cf the real preſence, as it is taughre by rhe Church of 
England. . 

So rhar unleſs you mean to prefer a danger before (af2- 
ty, remptarion to unholineſs before a ſevere and a holf 
Religion,unleſs you mean to loſe the benefit of your pray- 
ers by praying what you perceive nor, and rhe benefir'of 
the Sacrament in great degrees by falling. from Carift's 
inititution, and taking half in{tcad of allggunleſs you de- 
fire ro provoke God to jealoulze by Images, and Man t5 
jealouiic inprofe.Ting a Religian in which you may in 

man/ 
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many Caſes have leave to forfeit your faith and Jawfull 
eruſt, unleſs you will till continue ro give ſcandalto thoſe 
people with whom you have lived in a common 
eligion, and weaken the hearts of Gods afflicted ones, 
unleſs you will chooſe a Catechiſm without the ſeconc 
Commandment, and a Faith thar grows bigger or leſs as 
men pleaſe, and a Hope that in many degrees relies on 
men and vain confiadences, and a Charity that damns al 
the World but your ſelves ; unleſs you will do all this, 
that is, ſuffer an abuſe in your Prayers, in the Sacramenr, 
in the Commandments, in Faith, in Hope, in Charity, in 
the Communion of Saints,and your duty ro your Supreme, 
you muſt return ro the boſom of your Mother the Church 
of England from whence you have fallen, rather weakly 
than maliciouſly, and I doubt not bur you will find rhe 
Comfort of it all your Life,and- in the Day of your Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment, If you will nor, yer 1 
have freed'mine own Soul, and done an act of Duty and 
Charity, which at leaſt you are bound to take kindly if 

you will not entertain ir obediently. 

Now let me add this, that alrhough moſt of theſe ob- 
jzections are ſuch things which are the open and avowed 
doctrines or practices of your Church, and need not ro 
be proved as being either notorious or confetſed ; yer if 
any of your Guides jhall ſeem to queſtion any thing of it, 
I will bind my ſelf ro verifie it to a tittle, and in that too 
which I intend them, that is, ſo as ro be an objection 
obliging you ro return, under the pain of folly, or here- 
fie, or diſobedience, according to the ſubject matter. 
And though I have propounded theſe things now to your 
conſideration, yet it it be deſired I ſhall repreſent them to 
your eye, ſo that even your felf ſhall be able to give ſen- 
rence in the behalf of truth. In the mean rime give me 
Jeave to tell you of how much folly you are guilty in be- 
ing moved by ſuch mock-arguments as your men uſe 
when they meet with women and tender conſciences and 
weaker underſtandings. 

The firſt is; where was your Church before Luther ? 
Now if you had called upon them vo ſpeak ſomerhing 
againſt your Religion from Scripture, or right Reaſon, or 

Univerſal 


Os 
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Univerſal Tradition, 'you had been ſecure as a Tortoiſe 
in her ſhell ; a Carr prefſed with ſheaves could not have 
oppreſſed your cauſe or perſon, though you had confeſ-- 
ſed youunderſtood nothing of rhe myfteries of ſucceffion 
doctrinal or perſonal. For if we can make it appear that 
our Religion was that which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
raught, let the truth ſuffer what eclipſes or prejudicescan 
be (ſuppoſed, ler it be hid like rhe holy fire in the captivi- 
ty, yet what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught us is eternally 


- true, and ſhall by ſome means or other be conveyed tous; 


even the enemies of truth have been conſervators of rhat 
truth by which we can confute their errors. Bur if you 
{till ask where ir was before Luther ? I anſwer it was 
there where ir was after; even in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſftament;. and I know no warrant for any 
other Religion ; and if you will expect I ſhould ſhewa- 
ny ſociety of Men who profeſſed all the doctrines which 
are now expreſſed in the confetlion of the Church of En- 
gland; 1 ſhall rell you it is unreaſonable ; becauſe ſome 
of our rruths are now brought into our publick confefſi- * 
ons that they might be oppos'd againſt your errors; be- 
fore the occaſion of which there was no need of any ſuch 
confeſſions, till you made many things neceſlary to be- 
profelled, which are nor lawfull ro be believed. For if we 
believe your ſuperinduc'd follies , we ſhall do unreaſona- 
bly, unconſcionably, and wickedly ; but the queſtions 
themſelves are ſo uſeleſs abſtratting from the accidental 
neze{lity which your follies have brought upon us, that ir 
had been happy if we had never heard of them more than 
the Saints and Martyrs did in the firſt ages of the Church ; 
bur becauſe your Clergy have. invaded the liberty of the 
Church, and multiplied the dangers of damnation, and 
prerend new neceflities,and have introduc'd new Articles, 
and affright the ſimple upon new precenſions, and ſlighr 
the very inſtitution and rhe C»mmands of Chriſt and of 
the Apoſtles, and invent new Sicramentals conſtirating 
Ceremonies of their own head, and promiſe grace along 
with the ule of them, as if they were not Miniſters bur 
Lords of the Spirit, and teach for doctrines the command- 
wents of men,. an1 make yoid the Commandment of God 


by . | 
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by their tradition, and have mage a ſtrange body of Di- 
viniry ; therefore it is neceſſary that we ſhould immure 
our Faith by the refuſal ofſuch vain and ſuperſtitious 
dreams : but our faith was completed art firſt, ir is no 0+ 
rher than that which was delivered to the Saints, an1 can 
be no more for ever. 

So thar it is a fooliſh demand ro require that we ſhould 
ſhew before Luther a ſyſteme of Articles declaring our 
ſenſe in theſe queſtions: It was long before they were 
_ queſtions at all; and when they were made queſtions,t hey 
remained ſo a long time ; and when by their ſeveral pic- 
ces they were determined, this part of the Church was 
opprefiſed with a violent power; and when God gave 0p- 
portunity, then the yoke was broken; and this is the 
whole progreſs of this affaic. But if you will {till inhtt 
upon ir, then ler the matter he pur into equal ballanzes, 
and let them ſhew any Church whoſe Confeilion of Faith 
was ſuch as was obtruded upon you at Trent: And if 
your Religion be Pius Quarrus his Creed ar Trent, then 
we alſo have a queſtion ro ask, and that is H/here was 
your Religion before Trent ? | 

The Council of Trent derermined that the Souls depar- 
ted before the Day of Judgment enjoy the Bearifical Vilt- 


on. Iriscertain this Article could nor be ſhewn in the - 


Confeſiton of any of the ancient Churches ; for moſt of 
the Fathers were of another opinion. But that which is 
the greateſt offence of Chriſtendom is not onely that theſe 
doctrines which we fay are falſe were yet affirmed, but 
thar thoſe things which rhe Cliurch of Gd did always 
reject, or held as uncertain, ſhould be maſe Articles of 
Faith, and ſo become parts of your Religion ; and of 
theſe it is tharT again ask rhe queſtion which none of your 
ſide ſhall ever be able ro anſwer for yon : Where was 
your Religion before Trent? I could inltance in many 
particulars; bur I ſhall nameone ro you, which becauſe 
the thing ofir (elf is of no great conſequence, it will ap- 
pear the more unreaſonable-and intolerable that your 
Church ſhould adopt ir intro the rhings of neceſſary be- 
lief, eſpecially fince it was only a matrer of fact, and 
they took rhe falſe part too, - For- in the 24. Sefl. Chap. 
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to @ Perſon ſeduced, &c. '© ; 
4. it is af: med, That alchough the holy Fathers did give the © 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt to Infants,yet they didirwiths 
out any neceſſity of ſalvation; that is, they did nor believe 
it-neceffary ro their falyation, which is notorioufly 


' the contrary is marked out with the black-lead of every : 


man almoſt that reads their Works ; and yet your Coun- 
cil ſays this is ſine controverſia credendum ; to be believed 
without all controverfie : and all Chriſtians forbidden to 
believe or teach otherwiſe. So that here it is made an Arti» ' 
cle of faith amongit you, that a man ſhall neither believe 
his reaſon nor his eyes : & who can ſhew any confeflion of 
Faith in which all the Trene dorine _ profeſſed & en» 
zoyned under pain of damnation ? and | 
fore the Council of Conſtance,theDoctrine edges _ y 
rouching the Popes power was ſo new,ſo es © Jo 
decried,that as Gerſon ſays, he hardly ſhould have eſcap- 
ed the note ot Herelie that would have ſaid ſo much as was-- 
there defined : ſo that in that Article which now makes . 
a great part of your belief, where was your Religion be- 
fore the Council of Conſtance ? and it is notorious that. 
your Council of Conſtance determined the doctrine of the 
half communion with a Non obſtanze to Chriſt's inſtiruci- , 
on, thar is, witha defiance to ir, or a noted, obſerved - 
neglect of it, and with a profeſſion it was otherwiſe in 
the Primitive Church. Where then was your Religion 
before John Hus and Hierom of Prague's time, againſt 
whom that Council was convened ? But by this inttance 
it appears moſt certainly that your Church can» 
not ſhew her confeflions immediately after Chriſt, and 
therefore if we could not ſhew ours immediately before 
Luther, it were not half ſo much ; for ſince you receded 
from Chriſt's Doftrine we might well recede from yours; 
and it matters not who or huw many or how long they 
profeſied your doctrine, if neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles 
did reach it; fo that if theſe Articles conſtiture your 
Church, your Chucch was inviable ar the fiſt; and if ours 
was invitible afterwards, ir matters not ; For yours was 
3nviſible in the days of light, and ours was inviſible in the 
days of darkneſs. For our Chuch was always viſible in 
the xetlectians of Scripture, and he that had his a—_ 4 
aitlt.. : 


"s. 

14 A Copy of a Letter 

faith and reaſon might eaſily have ſeen theſe truths all the 
way which conſtitute our Church. But I add yer far- 
ther, that our Church before Luther was there where 
your Church was, in the ſame place and in the ſame per- 
ſons ; for divers of the errors which have been amongſt 
us-reformed, were not the conſtiruent Articles of your 
Church before Lucher's time ; for before the laſt Councils 
of your Church a man might have been of your Commu- 
nion upon eaſier terms; and Indulgences were indeed a 
practice, bur no Article of Faith before your men made 
it ſo, and thar very lately, and ſo were many other things 
beſides. So that although your men cozen the credulous 
and the ſimple by calling yours The old Religion, yerthe 
difference is vaſt between Truth and their affirmative, e- 
ven as much as between old Errors and new Articles. For 
although Ignorance and Superſtition had prepared the ore, 
yet the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, and Trent eſpeci- 
ally, were the forges and the minr. 

Laſtly, If your men had nat by all the vile and violent 
arts of the World ſtopped the mouths of difſenters, the 
queſtion would quickly have been anſwered, or our Ar- 
. -ricles would have been ſo confeſſed, ſo owned and fo pub- 
lick, that the queſtion could never been asked ; but in 
deſpight of all oppoſition, there were great numbers of 
profeſſors who did proteſt and profeſs and practice our 
doctrines contrary ro your Articles; as it is demonſtra- 
red by the Divines of Germany ia I!lyricus his Catalogus 
reſtium veritatis, and in Biſhop Mortons appeal. 

But with your next objection you are better pleaſed, and 
your Men make moſt noiſe with ir. For you pretend thar 
by ouc confeſſion, ſalvation may be had in your Church ; 
but your men deny it to us; and therefore by the con- 
felion of both {ſides you may be ſafe, and there is no 
queltion concerning you ; but of us there is great queiti- 
on, for none bur our ſelves ſay that we can be ſaved. 
TI anſwer, 1. Thar ſalvation may be had in your Church, 

is it ever the _reuer becauſe we ſay it ? If ir be not, it can 
add no conadenze to you, for the propoſition gets no 
ſtrength by our affirmative. Bur if ir be, then our au- 


thority is good or elſe our reaſon ; and ifeither be, thea 


we 
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we have more reaſon to be believed ſpeaking ofour ſelves3 
becauſe we are concerned to ſee that ovir ſelves may bein 
a ſtate of hope ; and therefore we would not venture on 
this ſideif we had nor greater reaſon to believe well of our 
ſelves than of you. And therefore believe us when it is more 
likely that we have greater reaſon, becauſe we have grea- 
ter concernments, and therefore greater conſiderations. * 

2. As much charity as your Men pretend us to ſpeak 
of you, yer it is a clear caſe our hope of your ſalyarion is 
ſo little that we dare nor venture'our ſelves on your fide. 
The Burger of O/dwater being ro paſs a River in his Jour= _ 
ney to Daventry, bad his Man try the Ford ; telling him 
he hoped he ſhould nor be drowned, for though he was 
afraid the River was too deep, yer he thoughr his Horſe 
would carry him out, or at leaſt; rhe Boats would fetch 
him off. Such a confidence we may have of you, but 
you will find that bur little warcanty,” if you remember 
how great an intereſt ir is rhar you ventare. | 

3. It would be remembred that though the beſt ground 
of your hope is not the goodneſs of your own faith, but 
the greatneſs of our charity ; yer we that charitably 
hope well of you, have a fulnels of afſurance of the trurkt 
and certainty of our own way ;/ and' however you cath 
pleaſe your ſelves with Images of things as having no firm 
footing for your trifling - confidence, yer you can never 
with your tricks out-face us of juft and firm adherencies; 
and if you were not empty of ſupports, and greedy of but- 
ruſhes, ſnatching at any thing to ſupporr your finking 
cauſe, you would with fear and trembling conſider rhe 
direct dangers which we demonſtrate. ro you ro be in 
your Religion rather than flatrer your ſelves with collate- 
ral, weak, and deceitfull hopes of accidental pofibili- 
ties, that ſome of you may eſcape. 

4. If we be more c harirable ro you than you are to ns, 
acknowledge in us the beauty and eſſential form of -Chri- 
ſtian Religion ; be ſure you love as well as make uſe of 
our charity ; bur if you make our Charity an argument 
againſt us, remember that you render us evil in exchange 
for good; and-ler it be no brag to-you that you havenor 
thar charity to-us ; for therefore the Donari _ CON- 
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demned for Hereticks and Schiſmaticks becaufe- they 
damned all the world, and afforded” no chariry to any 
that was not of their Communion, 

5. Bur that our charity may be ſuch indeed, that is, 
that it may do you a real benefir, and nor turn into 
Wormwood and Colloquiarida, I pray take notice in 
what ſenſe ir is that we allow ſalvation may poſſibly be 
had in your Church, We warrant it not to any, we on- 
Iy hope ir for ſome, we allow it to them as to the Sadda- 
cees in the Law, and to the Corinthians in the Goſpel 
who denied the Reſurrection; thar is, rill they were 
ſufficiently inſtructed, 'and, comperently convinced, and 
had time and powers to out- wear their prejudices and rhe 
impreſſes of their education an4 long perſwaſion. Bur to 
them amongſt you who can and do conſider and yet de- 
xermine for error an intereſt, we havea greater charity, 
even ſo much as to labuar and pray for their converſion, 
but not ſo muck. fondneſs as to flarte them into boldneſs 
and pertinacious adherencies to :.:;ers of ſo great dan- 

6. Burt in all this affair, though your men are very 
bold with God and leap: into his Judgment-ſeat before 
him, and give wild ſentences concerning the ſalvation of 
your own party and the damnation of all that diſagree, 
yet that whichis our charity to you, is indeed the fear of 
God, and the reverence of his judgments ; we do not 
fay chat all Papiſts are certainly damn'd ; we wiſh and 
deſire vehemently that none of you may periſh ; bur then 
this charity of judgment relates not to you, nor is derived 
from any probability whick we ſee in your doCtrines thar 
differ from ours ; bur becauſe we know not what rate 
and value God puts upon the: Arricle ; It concerns nei- 
ther you nor us to ſay, this or that man ſhall be damn'd 
for his opinion ; for beſides that this is a bold intrufion 
into that ſecret of God which ſhall not be opened till rhe 
Day of Judgment, and beſides that we know nor what 
allays & abatements are to be made by the govd meaning 
and the ignorance of the man; all that can concern us is - 
ro tell yon that you are in error, that you depart from 
Scripture,that you exerciſe tyranny over Souls, yn | 
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leave the Divine inſtiturion,& prevaricate Gods Command- 
ment, that you divide the Church without truth and with» 
our neceſlity,that you tye Men to believe things under pain 
of damnation which cannot be made very probable,much 
leſs certain; and therefore that you fin againſt God 'and 
are in danger of his eternal diſpleaſure ; but in giving the 
final ſentence as we have no more todo than your men 
have, yet ſo we refuſe tofollow your evilexample ; and we 
follow the glorious precedent of our Blefſed Lord; who 
decreed and declared againſt the crime, but not againſt 
the Criminal before the day. He that does this, or that, 
is in danger of the Council, or in danger of judgment, 
” or liable, and obnoxious to the danger of hell fire, ſo we 
ſay of your greateſt errors ; t! ey put you in the dauger 
of periſhing ; but thar you nall or ſhall nor periſh, we 
leave it to your Judge : and j# you call this charity, itls 
well, I am ſure ir. is piery aid rhe fear of God: _ : 
7. Whether yeu may bt ſaved, or whether yow-ſhall 
be damned for your errors, does neither depend upan 
our affirmative nor your negative, but according tothe 
rate and value which: God ſets upon' things. Whatever 
wetalk, things are as they are, not as we diſpute, or 
grant, or hope ; and e it were. well if four men 
would leave abufing you and themſelves with theſe little 
arts of indirect ſupport. For many men that are warrant» 
red, yer do eternally periſh, and you in your Church 
damn Millions who I doubr not ſhall reign with Jeflw e- 
ternally-in the Heavens. | 
8. I wiſh you would confider, that ifany of our men 
ſay ſalvation may be had in your Church, it is not for 
the goodneſs of your new Propofirions, but only becauſe 
you do keep ſo mnch of that which is our Religion, that 
upon the confidence of that we hope well concerning you. 
And we do not hope any thing art all that is good of you 
or your Religion as it diſtinguiſhes from us and onrs : we 
hope that the good which you have common with us 
may obtain pardon directly or indirectly, or may be an 
antidote of the venome, and an amulet againſt rhe dan- 
ger of your very great errors, ſo that if you-can derive 
any confidence from our concetijon, you muſt —_—_— 
T, | where _ 
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where ir takes root'; not upon any thing of yours, but 
wholly upon the excellency of ours ; you are notatall . 
ſafe, or warranted for being Papiſts, bur we hope well of 
ſome of you, for having ſo mach of rhe Proteſtant : and 
if that will do you any good, proceed in it, and follow it 
whitherſoever ir leads you. 

9. The ſafety that you dream of which we ſay ro be 
on your fide, is nothing of allowance or warranty, but a 
hope thar is collateral, indire& and relative; wedo not 
ſay any thing whereby you can-conclude yours to be ſafer 
than ours, for it is not ſafe at all, but extremely dange- 
rous ; we affirin thoſe errors in themſelves to be damna« 
ble, ſome ro contain in them Impiery, ſome ro have Sa-' 
criledge, . ſome Idolatry, ſome Superſtition, ſome prac- 
tices © be conjuring and charming and very like to 
Witchcraft, as in your hallowing of Water, and bapti. 
Zing Bells,. and exorcizing Demoniacks ; anq whar ſafety 
thereCtan be in theſe, or whar you can fancy we ſhould 
allow to you, I ſuppoſe you need nor boait of, Now be- 
cauſe we hope ſome are ſaved among(t you, you' muſt 
not conclude'yours to be ſafe ; for our hope relies upon 
this. There are many of your Propoſitions in'which we 
differ. from you, thar Thouſands amongſt you underſtand 
and know nothing of ; it is tothem as if they were nor, 
it is to them now as it was before the Council, they hear 
not of ir. And though your Prieſts have taken a- courſe . 
that the moſt ignorant do praQtiſe ſome of your abomi- 
nations moſt groſly, yet we hope this will not belaid 
upon them who. (as Sr. Auſtin's expreiſion is) canta ſolli- 
citudene querunt veritatem, corrigt parati cium invene- 
rent : do according as they are able warily and diligenrly 
ſeek for truth, and areready to follow it when they find 
it; Men who live good lives, and repent. of all their evils 
known and unknown. Now if we arenot deceived in 
our hopes, theſe Men ſhall rejoyce in the eternal goodneſs 
of God, which prevails over the malice of them that mil. 
guide you ; but if we be deceived in our hopes of yon, | 
your - Guidez have: abus'd you, and: the bliad leaders of 
the blind will fall together, For, 
10, If 
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10. If you will have the ſecrer of this whole affair, this 
itis The hopes we have of any of yau, (as it is known) 
principally relies upon the hopes of your repentance. 
Now we ſay that a Man may repenrt.of an error which he 
knows nor of ; as he that prays heartily for the pardon of 
all his fins and errors known and unknown; by his gene- 
ral repentance may obtain.many degrees and inſtances of 
mercy. Now thus much alſo your Men allow to us ; thoſe 
who live well, and die in a true though but general re- 
zentance of their ſins and errors even amongſt us, your 
eſt and wiſeſt Men pronounce to be in a favable condiri- 
on. Here then we are equal, and we areas fafe by your 
confe{lion as you are by ours. . Burt becauſe there are 
ſome Bigots of your faction fierce and fiery who ſay that 
a general repentance will not ſerve our turns, bur ir muft 
be a particular renunciation of Proteſtancy ; theſe men 
deny not only ro us bur to themſelves foo, all that com-. 
fort which they derive from our —_— and indeed 
which they can hope for from the merci& of Gad. For 
-be you ſure we think as ill of your errors as you can ſup« 
poſe of our Articles ; and therefore if for errors (be they... 
on which fide it chances) a general repentance will not 
ſerve the turn without an actual dereliction, then flatter 
not your ſelves by any thing of our kindneſs to your par- 
ty ; for you muſt have a particular, if a general be not 
ſufficient. Bur if it be ſufficient for you, ir is ſo for us, 
in caſe we be in error as your men ſuppoſe us; bur if ir 
will not ſuffice us for remedy to thoſe errors you charge 
us with, neither. will ir ſuffice-you; for the caſe muſt 
needs be equal as to the value of repentance and maligniry 
of the error : and therefore theſe men condemn clres 
and will not allow us ro hope well of them ; bur if they 
will allow.us to hope, it muſt be by affirming the value 
of a general repentance ; and if they allow thar, they 
muſt hope as well of ours as we of theirs : but if they de- 
ny ir to us, they deny it to themſelves, and- then, they can 
no more brag of any thing of our conceffion... This only I 
add ro-this confderation ; that your. men do not, cannot }_ - 
e upon us any doctripe that. is in its matter and. 
impious ; there is nothing poſitive er nn 
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bat is cither trueor innocent, but we are accus'd for de. 
nying your ſuperſtructures : ours therefore (if we be de- 

Clircd) is bur like a fin of omiſſion ; yours are fins of 
commiſſion in caſe you are in the wrong (as we believe 
you to be) _— muſt needs be in a greater 
da than we can be ed, by how much fins of 
omitfion are leſs than fins of commiſſion. 

x1. Your very way of arguing from our charity is a very 


Fallacy and a trick that muſt needs deceive you if you rely 


upon it. Fer whereas your men argue thus : The Pro- 
teftants ſay we Papiſts may be ſaved ; and ſo ſay we too : 
but we Papifts ſay that you Proteſtants cannot, therefore 
ir is ſafeſt to be a Papift; confider that of this argument 
if ir ſhall be accepted, any bold Hererick can make uſe, 
gainſt any modeft Chriſtian of a true perſwafion. For, 
FX he ean but out-face the modeſty of the good man, and 
tell him he ſhall be damn'd ; unleſs rhat modeſt man ſay 
as mich of —__— fee impndence ſhall ger the better 
of the day. itisthus in every error. Fifreen Biſhops 
Jeruſalem in immediate ſucceflion were circumciſed, 
it to be neceffary fo ro be: with rheſe other 
Chriſtian Churches who were of the uncircumcifion did 
communicate: Suppoſe now that theſe Biſhops had nor on- 
ts ir neceſſary for themſetves but for orhers roo ; 
is argument you fee was ready : you of the uncircum- 
cifion who do communicare wirh us, think rhar we ma 
be ſaved though we are circumciſed; but we do not thin 
tharyou.who are not circamcifed can be ſaved, therefore 
it is the ſafeſt way ro be circumcifed: I ſuppoſe you 
would'not have thonght their argutmenr good, neither 
wonld you have m_ your children circumciſed. Bur 
this argument may ſerve the Presbyrerians as well as the 
Papifts. We are indeed very kind ro them in our ſen. 
rences concerning their ſalvarion; and rhey are many of 
them az unkind tous; If rhey ſhonld argue fo as you do, 
| ph sagmny v1 gs think we Presbyterians rhongh 
in errors can be ſaved, and we fay ſo roo: bur we think 
gon I'men are Enemies of the om of Jeſus' 
|; and therefore we think you' in a damnable con- 
dirion, therefore ir is ſafer ro be a Presbyrerian : I know 
* not 
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got what your men would think of the argument in their 
| hands, I am ſure we had reaſon tro complaig that we are 
uſed very-ill on borh hands for noother cauſe but becauſe 
we are charitable. Bur it is not our caſe alone; but the 
old Catholicks were uſed juſt ſo by the Donatiſts in this 
very argument, as we are uſed by your-men. The Do- 
natiſts were ſo fierce againſt the Catholicks, that they 
would re-baptize all them who came to their Chnrches 
from the other : But the Catholicks, as knowing the Do- 


Y y apt 
ſafer to be of aur fide Wt 
Catholicks ſay orglo 2 Sha Ie 
Religion, andto ſerve the eftds of 
tiſts Baptiſm was nor good ? That 
Should they damn all rhe Donatiſts, 
| wider? Ir was too great already, T 
1 were quier, and knew that the Donatiſts ſought advit 
tages by their own fierceneſs, and trampled upon the o- 
thers charity ; but ſo they hardned themſelves in error, 
and became evil, becauſe rhe others were good. 

'T ſhall trouble you no further now, bur defire you to 

conſider of theſe things with as much cantion as they 
were written with charity. 
B Till I hear from you, I ſhall pray to God to open your 
heart and your underſtanding, that you may return from 
whence you' are fallen, and repent, and do your firſt 
1 work; Which that you may do, is the hearty deſire of 


Tour very affetionate © 
Friend and Servant, 


| JER TAYLOR 
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